
Aligning Essential Ocean Variables across disciplines 
to better underpin ocean knowledge, indicators, and policy decisions

Essential Ocean Variables (EOVs) are the core set of variables needed to 
track the state, variability, and health of the ocean. Coordinated through 
the Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS), EOV observations underpin 
ocean science, forecasts, and sustainable ocean management.

ObsSea4Clim, BioEcoOcean, and BioGeoSea, three Horizon Europe 
projects, each address EOVs in a different domain: physics, biology and 
ecosystems, and biogeochemistry. 
The three projects joined forces within the EOV Network, coordinated by 
EuroGOOS, with the joint objectives to:

Close critical gaps 
in EOV coverage to 

strengthen monitoring 
and scientific 
assessments

Collaborate across 
domains to co-design 

ocean observation 
requirements

Deliver actionable 
indicators to 

support policy and 
decision-making

Together, these efforts contribute to a more integrated and fit-for-purpose 
ocean observing system. 

Contact the EOV Network: eov.forum@eurogoos.eu

Views and opinions expressed are those of the authors only and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European Research 
Executive Agency (REA). Neither the European Union nor the granting 
authority can be held responsible for them.
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Adapted from Martín Míguez, B., Heslop, E., et al. (2026), 
“GOOS Essential Ocean Variables: the backbone of a sustained 

and evolving global ocean observing system”, Frontiers in 
Marine Science, 13:1737002, under the CC BY 4.0 licence.
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